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What the experts say

o"Forests are an essential natural mechanism for stabiliz-
ing atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide in the
short and long term.” Professor Brendan Mackie, ANU

e “...emissions from deforestation are very significant —
they are estimated to represent more than 18% of global
emissions, a share greater than is produced by the global
transport sector.” - Nicholas Stern, The Economics of
Climate Change, 2006

e “Avoiding deforestation in Australia is a large, immedi-
ate and perishable opportunity to reduce GHG emis-
sions.” An Australian Cost Curve for Greenhouse Gas
Reduction - Stephen Gormer, McKinseys, 2008

e “Simulations of carbon storage suggest that conversion
of old growth forest to young fast growing forest will not
decrease atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) in gen-
eral..... During simulated timber harvest, on-site carbon
storage is reduced considerably and does not approach
old growth storage capacity for at least 200 years. Even
when sequestration of carbon in wooden buildings is in-
cluded in the models, timber harvest results in a net flux
of CO2 to the atmosphere.” Effects on Carbon Storage of
Conversion of Old-Growth Forests to Young Forests,
Harmon; Ferrell; Franklin Science, Vol. 247:4943

e “In Australia, there is considerable potential for seques-
tering large amounts of carbon through changes in land
and forest management and agricultural practices.” Gar-
naut Interim Report, Climate Change Review 2008

e "Over 90% of timber extracted from native forest is

Dlsturbance and WOOd prOdUCt woodchipped and only 5% of logged trees end up as
sawn timber. The method of burning the felled coupes to

degradation but the Government . . !
. . get rid of the mountains of unusable wood results in total
plans to deem all these emissions www.naturalnativeforests.org an initiative of slaughter of reptiles and other small animals and organ-

as “zero.” South East Region Conservation Alliance NSW Australia fgﬂzrﬁ &Cﬁﬁcréesvﬁﬁgiﬁ?gﬁyoﬁ'ﬁifgﬁﬁS-Ep(';et?f, the van-
www.serca-online.org a not-for-profit organization ' y ' ving

The Rudd Government - rightly—
recognises the importance of saving
native forests in neighbouring coun-
tries such as Indonesia and Papua
New Guinea as carbon sinks, and yet
we continue to subsidise the
destruction of our own carbon
dense forests.
Australia is ignoring emissions
from native forest woodchipping
and exaggerating the CO2 uptake
from forestry. We must count both.
An old forest is best. It is the total
carbon storage in a forest that counts,
not the rate of CO2 uptake .
Enormous emissions result from
burning of logging waste and soil
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